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Discussion:

In J4/00-0412, Mr. Ono and Mr. Takagi propose that the class of a numeric-edited data item described with usage NATIONAL be class NATIONAL.  This is necessary in order to correctly process such items in reference modification, inspect, and move.

At J4 meeting 215, Mr. Klein advocated that the class of such an item be ALPHANUMERIC.  His argument, as I understand it, was that the class of an item has never in the past been dependent on its usage.  Mr. Klein's approach would produce invalid results for items of usage national in rules that currently treat numeric-edited items as class alphanumeric.  

My opinion is that the class of a numeric-edited item was in the past implicitly dependent on its usage, there just happened to be only one relevant usage.   Regardless, rigid adherence to the past is no reason to knowingly define invalid results when there is a solution at hand.

I have examined all uses of numeric-edited, alphanumeric-edited, and national-edited in the draft and conclude that J4/00-0412 presents the correct approach.
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